
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
    
  
 
 
 
 

PRESBYTERY 
37 Frindsbury Road, 

Strood, ME2 4JA 
01634717582 

PARISH PRIEST 

Fr Mebrate Desalegn 
mebratedesalegn@rcaos.org.uk 

Emergency only: 073 790 51 749 
SYRO-MALABAR CHAPLAIN 

Fr Shinoj Francis 
shinojfrancis@rcaos.org.uk 

 PARISH DEACON 
Rev. John Letley 

07958 677299 

PARISH SISTER 
Sr. Augustine Day 

01474 569565 

PARISH SECRETARY 
Anna West 

strood@rcaos.org.uk 

SAFEGUARDING 
Kate Taylor 

Stroodsg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk 
Anthea Kwaw 

stroodsg3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk 
Barbara Asaam 

stroodsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk 

PARISH WEBSITE 
www.englishmartyrsrccstrood.org   

 

Confessions  Saturdays at 10.15 am – 10.45 am and 5 pm 5.30pm. 
Adoration   Saturday 10 am -12 noon and 1hour before every weekday mass.  
Parish groups  
(held in the John Fisher Room unless otherwise stated)  
Monday    Mothers Prayers (monthly) at 7pm 
Tuesday   Legion of Mary at 7 pm 
Wednesday  Coffee Club after morning mass 
Thursday  Padre Pio Prayer Group first Thursday at 7 pm 
Friday    Mother and toddler’s group at 9am (term time) Parish Hall 

Youth Club – first Friday of the month at 6.15 pm (term time) 
Saturday    Knights of St Columba, first Saturday of the month at 7 pm 
Sunday    Tea and Coffee first Sunday at 11.30 am in the Parish Hall 
 

 

✠ HOLY MASS FOR THE WEEK 30TH NOVEMBER 2025 
 Missal: Prayers and readings PG. 5   
 
SUNDAY 30TH  
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
8.30am Said mass Deceased Members of the McMorrow and Ike Families 
10.30am  Sung mass Rev. Antionio Cannavina RIP  
 
MONDAY 1ST DECEMBER 
SAINTS EDMUND CAMPION, RALPH SHERWIN AND ALEXANDER 
BRIANT 
 No public mass today 
TUESDAY 2ND DECEMBER     
FERA 
8:30am Exposition  
9.30am  Mass Charles Hill RIP 

    
WEDNESDAY 3RD DECEMBER     
SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER  
8:30am Exposition  
9.30am Mass Christine Grierson intentions 
   
THURSDAY 4TH DECEMBER   
SAINT JOHN DAMASCENE 
8:30am Exposition  
9.30am Mass 70th Anniversary of Killian Baptism 
    
FRIDAY 5TH DECEMBER (FRIDAY ABSTINENCE) 
SAINT JOHN ALMOND    
8:30am Exposition  
9.30am Mass The Collings Family 
7.00pm Mass Holy Souls 
SATURDAY 6TH DECEMBER 
SAINT NICOLAS 
9.30am Mass For all the sick in the World 
10.00am Exposition     
6.00pm  Vigil Mass                                           Janeliunas, Rullys Staskunas,    
                                                    Venclova, Tambis Families and Lapedario Family 
SUNDAY 7TH DECEMBER 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
8.30am Said mass Voight Family  
10.30am  Sung mass People of the Parish 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
     
   

  

ENGLISH MARTYRS’          
STROOD 

 
NOVEMBER 

Poor Souls in Purgatory 
 

 

 

  

DONATIONS 
 

Nat West Bank 
Sort code:   60-21-02  

Account number:  55082904  
Account Name:  RCAS Strood 

 
This parish is part of the RCAOS registered 

Charity Number 1173050 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity. 

 

ENGLISH MARTYRS  

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

  Headmistress Ms Catherine Thacker 

Frindsbury Road, Strood 
ME2 4JA 

01634 718964 
 

A member of Kent Catholic Schools Partnership 

 

LAST WEEK 
 

ATTENDANCE 
324 

 
WEEKLY COLLECTION 

 
GIFT AID£250.40 

NON-GIFT AID £421.09 
 

TOTAL £671.49 
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Tea and coffee 
This Sunday, 30th November, we will be having a cake sale 
alongside our 10.30 tea and coffee. This is to aid the purchase of vital 
first aid equipment- defibrillator- for the parish community. Please 
support this - bake a cake if you can and bring to the hall before 
10.30am. No tea and coffee after 8.30am mass.  

 
 
Grand Christmas Raffle tickets 
Our Grand Christmas Raffle tickets are available now and you can 
find them in the envelopes in the porches.  
Great prizes for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize and many of the other fantastic 
prizes to win too. Please return them by Monday 15th December. 
Draw on 21st December at 12noon during special tea and coffee in 
the Parish Hall. We are welcome donations of new, unwanted gifts for 
our lottery. Thank you for supporting our Church!  
 

Our sick parishioners and friends: Barbara Borthwick, John Paul Stoke, Betty Jones, Cathrin La Page, Lauren Allan, Tony Carroll, Sylvia 
Kemp, Billy Thomas, Marie Fassioms, Samantha Candeggi-D'Alonzo, Joe-Joe Dockrell, Carol Masey, Eileen Wells, Jenson Lambeth, Neo 
Taylor, Kathy Mogg, Anna Gawlik, Joanna Tidmarsh, Shane McNeelan, Helen and Arthur Annal, Claire Baron, Rod Black, Michael New, 
Michael (Mick) Griffin, Adam Luck. Elliott King. 

  
Of your charity – please pray for those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Bridget Bailey, Shakeel Gosha, Michael Bruen, Rev. 
Antonio Cannavina, Bernard Gaze, Jack McLoughlin, Patrick read, Kevan Mercer, Agnes Jackson, Marie McDonald, Bede Lamb, Margaret 
Gallagher, Bob Piercy, Maria Bogg, Gertrude O’Brien, Clare Norris, David Sloan, Elizabeth Lewis.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 

                      

Becoming a Catholic 
If you, or someone you know, would like to 
become a Catholic, please contact the parish 
office for more information. 

 

Volunteers needed 
We are looking for volunteers, who have got little bit time on 
their hands to pain the white strip on the stairs outside and 
inside the church.  
If any of you could do it, please email parish secretary -
strood@rcaos.org.uk  

Big Church Floor Clean this Saturday  
We are deep cleaning the wooden floor in the main part of 
the church this Saturday (29th) starting straight after 
09.30am Mass - no Adoration or Confession that day.  
Could all those who volunteered to help with moving the 
benches please arrive at any time from 10.15am. Thank 
you! 

 

Message from English Martyrs’ RC Primary School 
 
1 – Children Starting School in September 2026: If your 
child was born between 1 September 2021 and 31 August 
2022, it’s time to apply for a Reception place for September 
2026. English Martyrs’ RC Primary School warmly invites 
you to consider our school. 
2 – School Tours: We are offering school tours on 
Wednesday, 3 December and Thursday, 8 January. To book 
a visit or find out more, please contact the school office: 
office@englishmartyrs.medway.sch.uk. 
3 – Faith School Applications: If applying to English 
Martyrs’ or any faith school, please remember to complete 
a Supplementary Information Form (SIF) alongside your 
main application. More details at medway.gov.uk. 
Applications close at 5pm on Thursday, 15 January 2026. 
C Thacker (Headteacher) 
 

Hey, Stay Awake — The Lord Is Coming! 
 
Advent, from the Latin adventus meaning “coming,” reminds us not only 
of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem but also renews our faith that He will come 
again in glory. God is gently guiding the whole of history — and our own 
lives — towards His promised coming. 
And Adventus is also happening now: the same Christ who was born, 
crucified, and is now risen comes quietly to our hearts today. He does not 
barge through the door; instead, He knocks. He waits for our response, 
inviting us to welcome Him as Lord so that He can shape every aspect of 
our lives. 
As we begin this new liturgical year, the Church calls us to be awake, 
watchful, and spiritually alert. While the world rushes ahead into lights, 
noise, and early celebrations, the Church invites us to slow down, to look 
within, and to lift our eyes to the One who comes. 
Just as a cup of tea or coffee helps us stay awake during the day, our 
spiritual practices keep our hearts awake to Christ. Prayer lifts our minds 
to God; meditating on the Advent readings opens our hearts to His voice; 
confession clears the fog of sin and restores our peace; attending daily 
Mass, when possible, strengthens us with His presence; and doing our 
ordinary tasks with an awareness of the Lord keeps us rooted in prayer. 
Being vigilant is not about fear — it is about trust. It is recognising God 
with us: in the sacraments, in His life-giving Word, and in the community 
of believers. 
May this Advent help us stay spiritually awake, attentive, and ready for 
the Lord who draws near. 
Maranatha — Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Fr Tom's Induction Mass 
Fr Tom's Induction Mass will be celebrated on Sat 6th 
Dec at Our Ladye Star of the Sea Greenwich at 
6pm.  The Mass will be led by Canon Victor Darlington. 
We have booked coach travel leaving here at 4.30 pm 
sharp on Sat 6th Dec. The cost is £20 per person.  
Can those who have already booked, please post this into 
the presbytery in a clearly marked envelope (event and your 
name) or bring payment with you on 6th Dec. Thank you.  

 

English Martyrs Catholic Youth Club 
English Martyrs Catholic Youth Club will meet on this 
Friday, 5th December, at 6:30 pm until 8.30 pm in the 
St. John Fisher Room. There will be prayers, Holy Mass, 
games and tuck shop. Children of ages from school Years 
6 to 11 are welcome. Cost £2 per child.  

 

Parish Christmas Party 
All parishioners are most warmly invited to our Parish Christmas 
Party. It will be an evening of joy and thanksgiving. We will 
have Christmas carol presentation, Quizzes, Christmas games, Food 
(Buffet) Dance, and a wonderful opportunity to socialise with fellow 
parishioners. Volunteers needed to help with setting up and 
clearing afterwards. 
If you would like to contribute decorations or refreshments please 
see the sign-up sheets in the porches. 
We will celebrate in the Parish Hall at 7pm till late on the Friday 
19th December 2025. Let’s dress up to make the night even more 
special. 
 

 

Our Parish Christmas Cards will be available this weekend. The 
cost is £7 for 10 cards or £4 for 5 cards.  

 

Funeral notice 
Please note that Josephine Maher funeral will take place in English 
Martyr’s Church on 9th December at 11:30am. 

 Lift Needed to Sunday Mass 
A parishioner, Daphne George, living on St Mary’s 
Island, Chatham, is looking for a lift to Sunday Mass 
(Saturday 6.00pm Vigil, Sunday 8.30am or 10.30am). She 
would also be especially grateful for help getting 
to Christmas Mass. If you may be able to assist, even 
occasionally, please speak to Fr Mebrate or contact the 
parish office. 

 


